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—the leisurely artistic pursuits of the Titerati or a lifeof grandeur conducted behind the high

walls of a palace compound #With isrelegantdines aud superb craftsmanship, however,
fumiture from the Ming and carly Qing.périods also conforms to the highest principles of modem
design. In the last filty years. its beauty, strength and durability have begun to appeal to a wider
audience. an audience untortunately often confusead by thescareity of information relating to this
arca of Chinesce art. This issue of Quicntations’brings fogether alcollection of papers delivered
in Hong Kong at the Dr S.Y. Yip.Sympositm on Classic Chinese Fumiture with the intention of
making the latest literary and scientifieresearch in-the ficld more immediately accessible. From
an analysis of the way fumiture'was perceived by séyenteenth century book illustrators to a look
at some of the ways in which the unwary-purehaser might be deceived by clever reconstructions
or forgerics. these articles will be of interest iothespecialiStand non specialist alike. Hopetully
they will also stimulate turther interestan these magnificent picees. which according to Wang
Shixiang “shine so brightly long after the sunhasset .

For many connoisseurs and collectors classical Chinese turniture exemplities a bygone era
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